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24. Karl Polanyi¢ 'On belief in economic determinism'.
Sociological Review ¢ Vol. xxxix. Section One« 1947,

25. Louis Dumont« From Mandeville to Marx: The
Genesis and Triumph of Economic Ideology< Chicago:
University of Chicago Press¢ 1977.

26. Marshall Sahlins« Stone Age Economics< New York:
Aldine« 1972 and Pierre Clastres< La societe contre ['etat«
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For the history and foundations of economic
thinking« and development concepts and theories¢ great
dictionaries are very helpful: OED« of course: but also the
Great Soviet Encyclopedia¢ and the German and French
classic dictionaries.

Among the bibliographies« I find especially useful: Jorge
Garcia-Bouza« A Basic Needs Analytical Bibliography:«
Paris: OECD Development Centre< 1980; Guy Gran¢< An
Annorated Guide to Global Development¢ Pittsburgh:
University of Pittsburgh« 1987; Elsa Assidon et ah< Economic
et Sociologie du Tiers-Monde: Un guide bibliographique et
documentaire ¢« Paris: Editions L'Harmattan< 1981; Charles
W. Bergquistc Alternative Approaches to the Problem of
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Development: A Selected and Annotated Bibliography:«
Durham: Carolina Academic Press¢ 1979; Guy Caire
'‘Bibliographic analytique et critique' in Jacques Austruy« Le
Scandale du Developpement« Paris: Editions Marcel Riviere«
1965. Also the selection of Gerald Meier (see below).

A. N. Agarwala and S. P. Singh¢ Economics of
Underdevelopment« New York: Oxford University Presss
1963« is a collection of ‘classic' articles and essayss
representing the intellectual perception in the 1950s.
Those of Colin Clark¢ Paul Baran< Hla Myint¢ Arthur Lewis¢
Rosenstein-Rodan and H. W. Singer seem particularly

interesting.

Conventional wisdom may be best traced in I. Alechinas«
Contribution du systeme des Nations Unies a /'elaboration de
nouvelles conceptions theoriques du developpement« Ulan-
Bator: Unesco« 1980; Gerald Meierc Leading Issues in
Economic Development¢« Oxford: Oxford University Press¢
1984« which includes very good bibliographical selections;
Paul Isenman et al.« Poverty and Human Development: A World
Bank Publication< New York: Oxford University Press¢ 1980; and
Le developpement: ideologies et pratiques « Paris: Orstom« 1983; as
well as in the not so conventional UNRISD« The Quest for a
Unified Approach to Development < Geneva: UNRISD. 1980.
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The post-Truman classics are still useful: Raul Prebisch«
‘The Economic Development of Latin America and its
Principal Problems'« in Economic Bulletin for Latin
America¢< Vol. 7¢ 1950; Bert F. Hoselitzc The Progress of
Underdeveloped Areas< Chicago: University of Chicago Press«
1951; W. Arthur Lewis¢« The Theory of Economic Growth:«
London: Alien and Unwin¢ 1955; Paul Baran< The Political
Economy of Growth« New York: Monthly Review Press¢ 1957;
Gunnar Myrdal< Economic Theory and Under-developed
Regions« London: Duckworth¢ 1957; Albert O. Hirschrnan¢
Strategy of Economic Developmentc New Haven: Yale
University Press¢ 1958; Raymond Barre< Le developpement
economique: Analyse et politique. Paris: ISEA¢ 1958; and W. W.
Rostow« The Stages of Economic Growth: A Non-Communist
Manifesto <« Cambridge: Cambridge University Press¢ 1960.

For the debate on limits to growth¢ see Willem L.
Oltmans¢ ed.c On Growth: The Crisis of Exploding
Population and Resource Depletion« Utrecht: A. W. Brunas
1973; H. V. Hodson¢ The

Diseconomies of Growth* New York: Ballantine Books:«
1972; Joseph Hodara and Ivan Restrepoc ATiene limit es
elcrecimiento ?Mexico: Editorial E1 Manual Moderno« 1977; and
Fred Hirsch¢ Social Limits to Growth« Cambridge: Harvard
University Press¢< 1980.
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For radical critiques: Ivan Illich¢ Celebration of
Awareness« London: Calder& Boyars¢ 1971« and Toward a
History of Needs< New York: Pantheon Books¢ 1977,
Jacques Attali et al.c Le mythe du developpement: Paris:
Editions du Seuils 1977; Gilbert Rist et al.« Ily etait unefois le
developpement . . .« Lausanne: Edition d'en bas« 1986; Serge
Latouche« Faut-il refuser le developpement? Paris: PUF«
1985; T. Verhelste No Life Without Roots< London: Zed
Books: 1989; and Robert Vachon et al.«
AlternativesauDeveloppement« Montreal: Centre Interculturel
Monchanin¢ 1988. With 'Development: Metaphor< Myth¢
Threat' in Development+« 1985:3. 1 suggested that the future
of development studies was to be found in archaeology (to
explore the ruins left by development)< and my 'Regenerating
People's Space' in Alternativess Vol. 12¢ 1987« pp. 125-52«
highlighted social praxis after the demise of development.

For the conceptual history of development¢ in addition
to the dictionaries« see H. W. Arndt¢ The Rise and Fall of
Economic Growth: A Study in Contemporary Thought:
Chicago and

London: University of Chicago Press¢ 1978¢ and
'Economic Development: A Semantic History' in Economic
Development and Cultural Change < Vol. 26¢ April 1981; Lord
Robbinss The Theory of Economic Development in the
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1. World Commission on Environment and

Developmentc OQur Common Future s Oxford: Oxford

University Press 1987¢ p. 1. Author's italics.

2. P. Ehrlich¢ The Population Bomb < New York:
Ballantine Books« 1968.

3. 'Blueprint for Survival'« The Ecologist< Vol. 2« 1972«
pp. 1-43.

4. D. H. Meadows et al.« The Limits to Growth< New
York: Basic Books« 1972.

5. World Commission on Environment and

Development:« op. cit.« p. 5.
6. Op. cit.« pp. 49-50.
7. Op. cit.« p. 15.

8. D. Hopperc 'The World Bank's Challenge:
Balancing Economic Need With Environmental
Protection'. Seventh Annual World Conservation Lecture:
3 March« 1988.

9. V. Shiva« Staying Alive: Women < Ecology and
Development s London: Zed Books¢ 1989« p. 219.
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'‘Environment' finally moved to the centre stage of the
international debate with the report of the World
Commission on Environment and Developments Our
Common Future« Oxford: Oxford University Press¢« 1987.
Various lines of the history leading up to that conceptual
innovation are highlighted in A. Biswas & M. Biswas:
'‘Environment and Sustainable Development in the Third
World: A Review of the Past Decade's Third WorldQuarteriy\
Vol. 4¢ 1982¢ pp. 479-91; J. McCormick¢ 'The Origins of
the World Conservation Strategy'« Environmental Review\
Vol. 10« 1986« pp. 177-87; F. Sandbach¢ 'The Rise and
Fall of the Limits to Growth Debate's Social Studies of
Science« Vol. 8¢« 1978« pp. 495-520; and H. J. Harborth¢
Dauerhafte Entwicklung: Zur Entstehung eines neuen
okologischen Konzeptss Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin¢
1989. M. Redcliftc Sustainable Development: Exploring
the Contradictions < London: Methuen¢ 1987 offers a more
systematic treatment.

D. Worster« Nature's Economy: A History of Ecological
Ideas< San Francisco: Sierra Club¢ 1977¢ is a masterly
introduction to the history of ecology «the science which gave
its name to the political movement. Its oscillations between

" romanticism and scientism is traced by L. Trepl:
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Geschichte der Okologie <« Frankfurt: Athenaum« 1987; and
P. Acot¢ Histoire de I'ecologie< Paris: Presses
Universitaires de France« 1988« shows its rise to an all-
inclusive mode of explanation. How close the links between
the hopes of social engineering and the formation of the eco-
system concept were« is elaborated by P. Taylor:
'Technocratic Optimism: H. T. Odum:¢ and the Partial
Transformation of Ecological Metaphor after World War IF«
Journal of the History of Biology«< Vol. 21¢< 1988« pp. 213-44;
while Ch. Kwa¢ 'Representations of Nature Mediating
Between Ecology and Science Policy: The Case of the
International Biological Programme'« Social Studies of
Science¢ Vol. 17¢ 1987¢ pp. 413-42¢ calls attention to the
affinity between perceptions in the political sphere and
systemic versions of biology.

For representations of nature different from
environment¢ which motivate present-day movements¢ see
V. Shiva« Staying Alive: Women« Ecology and Development ¢
London: Zed Books: 1989. P. Richards« Indigenous Agricultural
Revolution: Ecology and Food Production in West Africas
London: Hutchinson¢ 1985¢ points out the wisdom of
traditional knowledge systems. The history of the concept
of nature has been extensively reviewed by C. Glacken:«
Traces on the Rhodian Shore: Nature and Culture in Western
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Thought. Berkeley: University of California Press¢ 1967;
while J. B. Callicott (ed.) has assembled a number of
authors who examine the role of nature in some non-
Western traditions: Nature in Asian Traditions of Thought«
State University of New York Press« 1989.

Access to the cultural anthropology of nature can be
found in the entries 'nature's 'mountains's 'trees's 'metals’ etc.
of M. Eliade (ed.) The Encyclopedia of Religions« New York:
Macmillan¢ 1987. Y.-F. Tuan shows us systematically how
many different ways the environment¢ across history and
cultures¢ figured in human imagination: Topophilia: A Study
of Environmental Perceptions and Values < Englewood Cliffs:
Prentice-Hall¢ 1974. Regarding the discontinuities in
European historyc C. Merchant¢ The Death of Nature:
Women« Ecology and the Scientific Revolutions San
Francisco: Harper and Row:¢ 1980¢ recounts the major
rupture in \Yestern attitudes< while her most recent book.
Ecological Revolutions: Nature <« Gender« and Science in New
England« Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press
1989¢ documents how the ways of knowing nature have
changed from the native Indian to the colonialist and
industrialist modes¢ focusing on the evidence from a limited
geographical area.
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The rising eco-cratic discourse can be best examined in
the special issue of the Scientific American¢ Vol. 201«
September 1989« with the title 'Managing Planet Earth'.
For another example« much in the same vein¢ see M. Rambler
(ed.). Global Ecology: Towards A Science of the Biosphere:«
New York: Academic Press¢ 1989. I have called attention
(‘'The Gospel of Global Efficiency: On Worldwatch and
Other Reports on the State of the World'. /FDA Dossier:«
No. 68¢ Nov./Dec. 1988) to hidden assumptions in L. Brown
et al's yearly message (The State of the World« New York:
Norton« 1984 and subsequent years). In contrast: I learned a lot
about the deeper civilizational issues which are at stake in
the present debate through J. Bandyopadhyay and V. Shiva:
'Political Economy of Ecology Movements'« in JFDA Dossiers
No. 71‘ May/June 1989; and B. McKibben« The End of
Nature« New York: Random House:« 1989. As a reference
tool for the literature on ethics and the environment. I found
the annotated bibliography of D. E. Davis Ecophilosophy: A
Field Guide to the Literature« San Pedro: Miles« 1989« very
helpful.
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16. It is worth making the point that many ‘economic’
terms orginally had non-economic meanings indicating
naked power relations which are now hidden in the 'free
contract* mythology of market economics. As the OED
makes clear, 'purchase* (from the Latin, pro captiare, to
chase, hunt, capture) originally meant in English 'seizing or
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captivity or punishment*. And 'pay* comes from the Latin
pacere, to appease, pacify, reduce to peace.

17. John Ruskin, Unto This Last, Lincoln, Nebraska:
University of Nebraska Press, 1967 (original edn., 1860), p.
30.
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Probably the first affirmation of political equality in the
West is that found in Pericles’ Funeral Oration in Thucydides
(The Peloponnesian War, Crawley, tr., with intro. by John
H. Finley, Jr., New York: Modern Library, 1951). It is
often forgotten that the statement appears in the context of
the tale of how equality-in-hubris brought disaster to the
Athenians. Plato (77?* Republic: New York: 1968:1
recommend the Allan Bloom translation, though not
necessarily his interpretive essay) builds his ideal polls on
the presupposition of radical inequality, and satirizes
democracy which extends equality even to animals. Serious
philosophical discourse on equality begins with Aristotle
(Politics, London and Cambridge: Loeb Classical Library,
1932, book 1II;, Nicomachean Ethics, London and
Cambridge: Loeb Classical Library, 1926,

Book V).

Christopher Hill (in many works, notably The World
Turned Upside Down, Penguin, 1972) presents a vivid picture
of the struggle for liberty and equality in the English
Revolution, from a position generally sympathetic to the
Diggers. It's hard to believe he wasn't there. A good and
easily available collection of documents from the time,
including key portions of the Putney Debates, has been
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edited by David Wootton (Divine Right and Democracy,
Penguin, 1986). Driven to a state of radical fear by these
matters, Thomas Hobbes (Leviathan, Michael Oakeshott,
ed., intro. by Richard S. Peters, New York and London:
Collier, 1962) developed the classic model showing how
equality-as-sameness leads inexorably to absolute inequality in
power. The great theorist of the Glorious Revolution of 1688
(in which the chief revolutionary act was to install a
legitimate monarchy) was John Locke (Two Treatises of
Government, ed. with intro. by Peter Laslett, London:
Cambridge University Press, 1963) who in a masterstroke
of liberal legerdemain placed revolutionary equality into a
box and pulled out the English bourgeoisie.

One of the most impassioned assaults on inequality ever
made is Jean Jacques Rousseau ('A Discourse on the Origin of
Inequality’ in The Social Contract andDiscourses, tr. with
intro. by G. D. H. Cole, New York and London:
Everyman, 1950). It is equalled in power, if not erudition,
by the famous speech by the organizer of la conspiration
des equaux, Graccus Babeuf (The Defence of Graccus
Babeuf Before the High Court of Vendome, New York:
Schocken, 1972). In what is as much an attack on Rousseau's
misogyny as on the failure of the French Revolution to
include women in its ideal of equality, Mary
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Wollstonecraft (A Vindication of the Rights of Woman,
Carol H. Poston, ed.. New York and London: Norton,
1975) laid the first groundwork for the idea of equal rights
for women. Written in the same period, Robert Burns'great
anti-class poem 'A Man’s a Man for A’ That’ is still worth
reading or singing on any public occasion.

John Ruskin's brilliant analysis of 'rich’ and 'poor’
(Unto This Last, Lincoln, Nebraska: University of
Nebraska Press, 1967) fizzles out with its weak conclusion
that the rich should treat the poor better. On the other hand,
his disciple William Morris (News from Nowhere, in G. D.
H. Cole, ed., William Morris, London: Nonesuch Press,
1948) produced what is perhaps the only Utopia to succeed
in depicting equality and diversity together.

The historian Henry Adams gave us a novel
(Democracy, New York: New American Library, 1961
forig- 1880]) that reveals the fierce desire for inequality
at the heart of US democracy. Alexis deTocqueville's
portrayal of the intellectual, cultural and spiritual costs of
equality-as-sameness in US society (Democracy in
America, in two volumes. New York: Schocken, 1961)
remains unsurpassed. The classic work on conspicuous
consumption, written in a conspicuous rhetorical style, is
that of Thorstein Veblen (The Theory of the Leisure
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Class, New York: Mentor, 1953). Two fine essays
providing a map through contemporary discussions of
equality have been written by John H. Schaar ("Some
Ways of Thinking About Equality' and 'Equality of
Opportunity and Beyond', both in Schaar, Legitimacy and
the Modern State, New Brunswick and London: Transaction,
1981).

A key document on the notion that development
should produce international economic equality is the
Declaration of the Establishment of a New International
Economic Order (UN General Assembly Declaration 3201
fS-VIl). On the impossibility of this under the present
world economic system, see Andre Gunder Frank (Latin
America: Under development or Revolution, New York:
Montly Review Press, 1 969), Samir Amin (Unequal
Development, New York: Monthly Review Press), Immanuel
Wallerstein, ed. (World Inequality. Montreal: Black Rose
Books, 1975).

Much has been written on the disfigurement of the human
spirit wrought By, and necessary to sustain, human
inequality. I shall limit myself to recommending only
the following two: Dorothy Dinnerstein (The Mermaid and
the Minotaur, New York: Harper, 1976) and Frantz Fanon
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Arguments against development aid can be raised on
several levels. Most easily available are critical evaluations of
aid projects. B. Erler, Todliche Hilfe, Freiburg: Dreisam, 1985, “
recounts the failure of numerous projects, even if they have
been set up with local participation. Drawing also on her
earlier work, T. Hayter, Exploited Earth: Britain's Aid and
the Environment, London: Earthscan, 1989, surveys the
political context of aid and particularly examines its effects
on tropical forests. R. Gronemeyer, Hirten und Heifer,
Giessen: Focus, 1988, bids a sad farewell to nomadic ways
of life which have been devastatingly affected by aid. With
regard to the discussion within the development
establishment, see for instance R. Cassen, Does Aid Work?
Report to an International Task Force, Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1986. A debunking insight into how
development agencies work is offered by G. Hancock, Lords
of Poverty, London: 1989, while R. Mooney, Seeds of the
Earth: A Private or Public Resource?, London: International
Coalition for Development Action, 1979, exposes the criminal
practices of agribusiness.

Unfortunately, an intellectual history of the idea of
international aid, to my knowledge, remains still to be
written. It would have to take off from a history of
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helping in Europe. Changing European policies towards
the poor are traced in B. Geremek, La pieta e laforca:
Storia del/a miseria e della carita in Europa, Roma:
Laterza, 1986, while Ch. Sachsse & R Tennstedt,
Geschichte der Armenfursorge in Deutschland, Stuttgart:
1980, outline the change in the institutional framework of

assistance, focusing in particular on aid as education.

In the development context, aid has meant help for
the purpose of modernization. It implied nothing less than
drawing all peoples worldwide into a simultaneous
reality and exposing them to the waves of global
acceleration. I was stimulated to this way of thinking
about modernity by P. Sloterdijk, Eurotaocismus: ZurKritik
derpolitischen Kinetik* Frankfurt: Suhrkamp, 1989; the
wide-ranging reflections of H. Blumenberg, Lebenszeit
und Weltzeit, Frankfurt: Suhrkamp, 1986; and the essay of J.
Rifkin, Time Wars, New York: Holt, 1987, on modemn
civilization's concept of time. An early attack (1956), lucid
but little known, on the global diffusion of the industrial
revolution and the .corruption of cultures in the face of
consumer gadgets was launched by G. Anders, Die
Antiquiertheit des Menschen, 2 vols., Miinchen: Beck,
1980.
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Both the work of K. Polanyi and the contributions
of a number of scholars, particularly among the Austrian
school, are indispensible guides to the main issues in the
theoretical debate on the idea and the reality of the
market. With Polanyi, the self-regulating market is
created by the state in the 19th century. A discontinuity is
thus obvious between such a price-making market and
all other forms of exchange, including the regulated
market and marketplaces. These views are developed in
three works: 77?" Great Transformation, Boston: Beacon,
1957 — first edition 1944; Trade and Market in the Early
Empires, Glencoe, Illinois: The Free Press, 1957, edited
with C. M. Arensberg and H. W. Pearson; and T7he
Livelihood of Man, (New York: Academic Press, 1977. For
L. von Mises Human Action, New Haven: Yale University
Press, 1949, third revised edition in 1966, and F. A.
Hayek, Law, Legislation and Liberty, 3 vol., London:
Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1982, two well-known
representatives of the Austrian school, the free market is
a spontaneous order, and, as such, is the natural outcome
of a long evolutionary process based on self-interested

human nature.
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P. Rosanvallon, Le liberalisme economique, Paris: Le
Seuil, 1989, offers a comprehensive view of the history of
the idea of the market as a principle of social regulation in
classical social thought. A. Hirschman, The Passions and
the Interest: Political Arguments for Capitalism before its
Triumph, Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1977,
elegantly traces the hopes behind the rise of the market
principle, while J. Appleby, Economic Thought and
Ideology in Seventeenth Century England, Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 1978, gives an account of the
intellectual debate which mirrored the clash between
the values of the ancient moral economy and the values
of the nascent liberal economy. How especially free trade
was the puzzling issue which brought forth the
formulation of new principles, is shown by W. Barber,
British Economic Thought and India 1600-1858: A Study in
the History of Development Economics, Oxford: Clarendon,
1975.

For a wide variety of empirical data on the
manifold phenomena of the market through time and
space, consult F. Braudel, 772" Wheels of Commerce, New
York: Harper & Row, 1982, and P. Bohannan & G.
Dalton, Markets in Africa: Eight Subsistence Econonties
in Transition, Evanston: Northwestern University Press,
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1962. C. Geertz, 'Suq: The Bazaar Economy in Sefrou’, in
C. Geertz et al.. Meaning and Order in Moroccan Society,
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1979, provides a
detailed anthropological account of a particular pre-

modern market.

Ideologically, the market society is composed of
independent individuals who are contractually linked, as
exemplified in the work of Adam Smith. Today such a view
is quite widespread. See, for instance, J. M. Buchanan,
Liberty, Market and State: Political Economy in the 1980s,
Brighton: Wheatsheaf Books, 1986, and A. H. Shand,
Free Market Morality: The Political Economy of the
Austrian School, London: Routledge, 1990, G. Dworkin
et al., Markets and Morals, New York: J. Wiley, 1977,
discuss various issues concerning ethics and market
behaviour, while R. Heilbronner, Behind the Veil of
Economics, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1988, exposes the hidden assumptions of the market

mentality.
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June 24, 1949.
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1961.
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for Social Progress and for Reconstruction in Chile, March
14, 1961.

5. Quoted in R. Nixon, 7999: Victory Without War,
London: Sidgwick, 1988, p. 48.

6. R. S. McNamara, Address to the Board of
Governors, World Bank, Nairobi, September 24, 1973.

7. Pope Paul VI, %On Promoting the Development of
Peoples', Encyclical Letter, Rome, March26, 1967, p. 20.

8.Ibid., pp. 18-19.

9. According to the New Oxford English Dictionary, the
concept ‘poverty line’ seems to have been coined in 1901 by
the chocolate-producing Quaker philanthropist and friend
of Lloyd George, B. S. Rowntree. The s 'nonym ‘poverty
level' has been adopted more recently, in 1976.
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physiological or psychological want that motivates
behaviour towards its satisfaction, in 1929. It is only then
that 'need’ can refer to a want or claim to something. A
similar shift, albeit much earlier, in German has been noted by
J.B. Miiller, 'Bediirfnis', in O. Brunner, W. Conze& R.
Koselleck(eds.), Geschichtliche Grundbegriffe, Stuttgart: Klett,
1972, Vol. 1, pp. 440-89. The book by P. Springborg, The
Problem of Human Needs and the Critiqgue of Civilization,
London: Alien and Unwin, 1981, seems to be the only
monographic attempt at retracing the perception of the
analogues of'need' in Western thought from the Greeks to the

present.

Discussions about true or false needs, basic needs, or
social versus individual needs usually pay no attention to the
commodity-intensity of society. They are therefore
irrelevant to the argument advanced above. W. Leiss, The
Limits to Satisfaction: An Essay on the Problem of Needs and
Commodities, Toronto: Toronto University Press, 1976,
explored the genesis of needs in the transformation of desire
into demand for commodities. A persuasive statement about
the descent of man from the kingdom of preference into the
bondage of needs was made by D. Baybrooke, Let Needs
Diminish That Preferences May Prosper’, in N. Resher
(ed.), Studies in Moral Philosophy, Oxford: Blackwell, 1968.
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In a similar vein, I have published a number of essays, in
particular Towards A History of Needs, New York: Pantheon,
1978.

The sudden resuscitation of discussion of needs in the
1960s was a reaction against the value-neutral approach of
orthodox social science. It was first initiated by C. W. Mills and
G. Myrdal in political economy, and taken up by A.
Maslow and E. Fromm from the point of view of
psychological anthropology. All four authors give central
importance to the position of the young Marx, a heritage which
has been thoroughly analysed by A. Heller, The Theory of Needs
in Marx, London: Allison and Busby, 1976. Due to that
tradition, maybe, the term 'basic needs' can be made to
sound like a humanist invention when it is used within
the development discourse. P. Streeten, Development
Perspectives, London: Macmillan, 1981, and J. Galtung, 'The
Basic Needs Approach’, in K. Lederer et al. (eds.). Human
Needs:. A Contribution to the Current Debate, Konigstein:
Athenaeum, 1980, pp. 55-128, were authoritative voices, and
B. Wisner, Power and Need in Africa, London: Earthscan,
1988, shows the deep ambivalence of'strategies' carried out
under that slogan. However, it seems impossible to speak
about 'basic needs' without implying the commodity-
orientation of human nature. This has been forcefully argued by
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M, Gronemeyer, Die Macht der Bedurfaisse, Reinbek:
Rowohlt, 1988. M. Ignatieff, The Needs of Strangers,
London: Chatto, 1984, has brilliantly pointed out how need is
a term to designate moral relations between people who are
strangers.

To understand how needs are being recast today as
requirements to fit into the mental
construct of systems thinking, insights can be gained from J. D.
Bolter, Turing's Man: Western
Culture in the Computer Age, Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 1984, and M.
Berman, Coming To Our Senses: Body and Spirit in the Hidden
History of the West, New York:
Simon & Schuster, 1989. Equally, W. R. Amey & B. Bergen,
Medicine and the Management of
Living, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1984, and D.
Haraway, ‘The Biopolitics of
Post-modern Bodies: Determinations of Self in Immune System
Discourse', in Differences,
1(1989), pp. 3-43, provide instruments which can be used for
analyzing the medicalization of
the planet.; :’

The subtle and asymmetrical power relationship implicit in the
concept of needs was clearly perceived by S. de Beauvoir in The
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